Paramus wrestlers nip Ramapo
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HACKENSACK - Fair Lawn coach
Dan DeLuca approached Bill Savage, the
Paramus coach, a half-hour before the
championship round of the Bergen Coun-
ty Holiday Wrestling Tournament last
night. “In case I don't see you later — I
may have to rush out — congratula-
tions,” DeLuca said.

Savage thanked him quietly, then rev-
erted to form. “I don't know,” he said.
“We could lose all four . .. this is a real
dog-fight . . . I'm worried about Hills, too
... the way things are going, I figure me
and Billy Martin and George Allen and
Woody Hayes will all go fishing together
after the season.”

His Paramus wrestlers, who get to see
only the optimistic side of their coach,
cashed in two individual championships
and edged Ramapo by half a team point
for their first holiday tournament win
ever.

The Spartans finished the two-day
event with 129 points to Ramapo’s
128'2. Five-time defending champion
Pascack Hills took third place with
124% points.

A 12-point victory at 188 pounds would
have enabled Ramapo to tie Paramus
for the title, but the best Steve Cannon
could do against Westwood's Eric Stol-
zenberg was a 14-5 victory. Stolzenberg
arched away from Cannon'’s best move, a
second-period reverse cradle. “I was
trying for it too quickly, but I had to do
it quickly,” Cannon said. “He just kept
slipping away.”

So Paramus slipped by on the basis of
titles at 129 pounds by Bob Carmichael,
who handed North Bergen's Steve Mc-
Mahon his first pin ever, and at 158
pounds by Tom Brulato, plus three
runners-up.

Mark Cannon of Ramapo, Steve's ju-

nion brother, who edged Paramus’ Rob
Young in overtime for the 148-pound ti-
tle, was named the tournament's out-
standing wrestler.

Here is @ match by match description:

101 POUNDS — George Angelidis, the
older of Fort Lee's two junior twins by
three minutes, needed about 30 seconds
to jump ahead of John Cannon of Rama-
po en route to a 22-9 victory. Cannon,
trailing 10-3 on Angelidis's aggressive
arm-bar attack after one period, tried a
wide-open counter attack but came no
closer than 12.7.

108 POUNDS — Jim Angelidis had
less luck than his brother. Fair Lawn's
Leo Miller broke a scoreless tie in the
third period and held on for a 5-3 victo-
ry. Miller's stand-up and takedown with
40 seconds remaining gave him a 3.0
lead, and Angelidis never caught up.
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115 POUNDS — Bob Rotolo, Becton's
sole representative who survived the
quarterfinals, frustrated Bob Suriano 5-2
with a match-long series of hooked legs
and a nearly unbreakable grip. Suriano
was completely tied up until the last 30
seconds. “I just took it as it came,” said
Rotolo, a junior in his third varsity year.

122 pounds — North Bergen's John
Crowley, who reached the State tourna-
ment last year as a sophomore, manhan-
dled Jim Shortway of Ramsey 15-2.
Shortway was denied a takedown at the
first-period buzzer that would have tied
the score at 2-2. Crowley never gave him
another chance, scoring five second-peri-
od points with a cross-face.

129 pounds — Bob Carmichael tucked
North Bergen'’s Steve McMahon in a cra-
dle position for a pin as soon as he

grabbed hold of him, at 1:24, It was the
second pin of the day for the Paramus
tricaptain, who completed his work in a
period of 3:48.

135 pounds — Allan Pascual, who
wasn't expected to gain even a starting
spot for North Bergen this season, de-
feated Bruce Bates of Pascack Hills
13-7. Pascual broke a 6-6 tie early in the
third period with an escape and a take-
down.

141 pounds - Chris Bojanovic of
Fort Lee pinned Tenafly’s top wrestler,
Dave Yale, at 1:41. Bojanovic, down 2-1,
pulled a reversal at 23 seconds of the
first period and waited for his opening
for a reverse nelson.

148 pounds — Mark Cannon of Rama-
po was kept at bay by Rob Young's supe-
rior upper-body strength for eight min-
utes but found an opening for a dramatic
takedown with five seconds remaining in
the final overtime for a 3-2 win over the
Paramus wrestler.

158 pounds — Paramus’s Tom Bru-
lato took down Paramus Catholic’s
Frank Inserra at 1:20 of the first period
and rode him to a businesslike 6-0 win.

170 pounds — Jim Gravalis of Pas-
cack Hills strained and stretched Rama-
po's Mike Ciampo with a rack-like hold
called “double trouble” for a pin at 5:28.

180 pounds — Steve Cannon jumped to
a 8-2 lead against Eric Stolzenberg, but
fell short of the vital superior decision
with his 14-5 win.

Heavyweight — Fair Lawn's Dave
Laube successfully defended his unlimit-
ed crown with a 6-1 decision over Hack-
ensack’s Jeff Sgro, to whom he has never
lost. Laube broke a scoreless duel be-
tween the 240-pounders with three sec-
ond-half points.
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