The teams

Favorite: Bergen Catholic

Contenders: St. Mary’s, Don
Bosco, Paramus, River Dell.
Lowdown: Bergen Catholic
should add to its seven straight
tournament titles and 13 overall.
The Crusaders have the deepest
lineup, led by retumning State
champion Joe Trause and seniors
Matt Morgenstermn and George
Kocher. The battle should come
for second place between St.
Mary’s, which finished third last
year, and Don Bosco, which fin-
ished fifth.

The weights
103

Favorite: Frank Cagnina, Bergen
Catholic

Contenders: Mike DeMarco, St.
Mary’s; Dan Davenport, Has-
brouck Heights/Wood-Ridge;
Dave DellaTorre, River Dell;
Michael Raccioppi, Hackensack.
Lowdown: Cagnina showed him-
self to be the class of this weight,
winning five of six bouts to finish
third at the Beast of the East. De-
Marco is a returning district and
region champ and could give
Cagnina a run in the final.

112

Favorite: Jose Vega, Hasbrouck
Heights/Wood-Ridge
Contenders: Nick Adamo, De-
marest; Joe Ortiz, Paramus; An-
thony Raccioppi, Hackensack;
E.J. Martin, Teaneck.

Lowdown: Vega gets thenod in a
very competitive weight class. He
won 34 bouts and qualified for the
State tounament after bumping
up to 112 following his loss to

The schedule

at Rockland CC, Suffern, N.Y.
Today

Preliminaries, 11 a.m.
Wrestlebacks, quarterfinals, 5
p..m.

Saturday

Semifinals, 11 a.m.
Consolations, 3:30 p.m.
Finals, 5:30 p.m.

eventual State champion Fred
Santaite of Northem Highlands in
last year's Holiday Tournament fi-
nal. Adamo, a district second and
region fourth at 103 last year, can
also find his way to the final, but
either one can easily be upset
along the road.

119

Favorite: Fred Santaite, Northern
Highlands (103 champ last year)
Contenders: Bob Dabal, North
Bergen; Mike Quinn, Pascack Val-
ley.

Lowdown: The likely showdown
between Santaite, a retuming
State champ, and Dabal, a return-
ing State fifth, should be one of
the most exciting finals of the
night. Dabal, last year's 112-
pound champion, beat Santaite
two years ago in the semifinals on
the way to winning his first tour-
nament title. It was the only meet-
ing between the two.

125

Favorite: Joe Trause, Bergen
Catholic (112 champ last year)
Contenders: John Trumbetti, St.
Joseph; Joe Kover, Fair Lawn;
Matt Fusco, St. Mary’s.

Lowdown: The dream matchup is
a State championship rematch
between Trause and Trumbetti in
the final. Trause shocked Trum-
betti in the final moments in At-
lantic City for a one-point victory
in the 119-pound State final.
Trumbetti, last year’s 119-pound
Holiday Tournament champ,
could become just the fifth four-
time champion in the 47-year his-
tory of the tournament, but St.
Joseph coach Gary Riotto is not
sure if he will wrestle in this
weight class and there are rumors
he is nursing an injured rib.
Trause is coming off an injured
hand that cost him a trip to the
Beast of the East.

130

Favorite: Taylor Trumbetti, Pas-
cack Hills

Contenders: Mike Zottarelli, Lodi;
Scott Albrecht, Mahwah; Tony
Dussault, Hasbrouck
Heights/Wood-Ridge; P.J. Flores,
Fair Lawn.

Lowdown: This class could come
down to Trumbetti, a 35-bout
winner and State qualifier as a
freshman last season, and
Zottarelli, who finished third in the
Holiday Tournament at 119 last
season. Albrecht is a retuming
district second and region fourth.
Dussault is coming off a title in
the Garfield Tournament.

135

Favorite: Dale Fava, Don Bosco
Contenders: Matt Spataro,
Bergen Catholic; Tom Murphy,
Northem Highlands; Joe
Yuskaitis, Fair Lawn.

Lowdown: Fava, a retuming
State third, has set his sights on a

State championship. Spataro lost
in the first round here as a fresh-
man last year but improved
steadily through the season and
went on to a district champi-
onship and region fourth.
Yuskaitis was also a district
champ and Murphy a district
third.

140

Favorite: Derek Steuben, North-
emn Highlands

Contenders: Tony Cariddi, River
Dell; Emmanuel Ajagbe, Bergen
Catholic.

Lowdown: Steuben and Cariddi
both surprised last season.
Steuben, wrestling in a packed
135-pound class, stunned Fava to
win the Region 2 title. Cariddi was
the toast of last season’s Holiday
Toumament, battling up from the
11th seed to win the 130-pound
class and eam the tournament’s
Most Outstanding Wrestler.

145

Favorite: Matt Morgenstern,
Bergen Catholic (defending
champ)

Contenders: John Dack, Don
Bosco; Nick Natoli, Hasbrouck
Heights/Wood-Ridge
Lowdown: Morgenstern’s run to
a second straight title will be
made easier by Frank Buena-
fuente’s jump to 152 this year.
Dack, a returning region runner-
up, and Natoli can give him a
challenge but more than likely will
be battling for second place.

152

Favorite: Frank Buenafuente,
Garfield
Contenders: Dan Adamo, De-

marest; Joe Sargenti, Don Bosco;
Matt MacLean, Old Tappan; Jere-
my Pierce, Hackensack.
Lowdown: Buenafuente placed
seventh in the state. This year
he’s looking for bigger things, and
it would start with his first Holiday
Toumament title. Adamo finished
second in the Holiday Tourna-
ment and second in the region to
River Dell’s Darryl Cocozzo last
year.

160

Favorite: Dan Zotollo, Paramus
Contenders: Mark Peck, Has-
brouck Heights/Wood-Ridge;
Tyler Hespe, Emerson/Park
Ridge; Juan Vega, St. Mary’s;
Mike Magaraci, Old Tappan; Nick
Vetterlein, St. Mary’s.

Lowdown: This is another deep
weight class. Zotollo, a retuming
region runner-up, beat North
Bergen’s Ricco Rodriguez on the
way to the Holiday Tournament fi-
nal last year. Rodriguez beat Peck
in their region final later in the
season.

171

Favorite: Dan Rinaldi, Lodi (160
champ last season)

Contenders: Jonathan Becker,
Bergen Catholic; Mike Sweeney,
Hasbrouck Heights/Wood-Ridge;
Kevin Ramishvilli, Fair Lawn.
Lowdown: Rinaldi beat Becker,
2-1, in two overtimes in their only
meeting last season to win the
Region 2 championship and went
on to finish seventh in the state
with 34 wins. Becker will be look-
ing for some revenge.

189

Favorite: Anthony Lisanti,

Westwood

Contenders: Philip Hawes,
Ridgefield Park/Ridgefield; Kyle
Hemmer, Dumont; Devin Hudson,
River Dell; Dan Talone, Mahwah;
Vinnie Cevetello, St. Mary’s; Kun-
le Bamisile, Hackensack.
Lowdown: This has got to be the
deepest class in the toumament.
Lisanti and Hawes are returning
region runners-up and Hemmer,
who finished third in the Holiday
Toumament, was a region fourth
last season.

215

Favorite: George Kocher, Bergen
Catholic

Contenders: Luke Stala, Don
Bosco; Adam Koziol, Paramus;
Joe Regina, St. Mary’s.
Lowdown: Kocher had the mis-
fortune last season of being in the
same weight class as Lodi’s Keith
Dobish, who beat him in the Holi-
day and Region 2 finals. This sea-
son it’s his tumn to sit atop the
bracket after winning 32 bouts
qualifying for the State toura-
ment last season.

285

Favorite: Chris Farulla,
Leonia/Palisades Park
Contenders: Mike Farr, Don
Bosco; Kevin Hill, New Milford;
Zach Taylor, Northern Highlands.
Lowdown: With retuming cham-
pion and State place-winner
Randy Martinez of Teaneck sitting
out the season after shoulder sur-
gery from football, this weight
class has opened up for Farulla
and Farr. Farulla beat Farr, 5-2, in
the Region 2 consolation round to
reach the State tournament.

— Greg Schutta

Bosco’s Fava has more work to do

Sets his sights on winning State championship
BCCA Holiday Wrestling Tournament

PETER MONSEES/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dale Fava, a three-time district champ, preparing to put on his game
face while warming up during a recent Don Bosco practice session.

By GREGORY SCHUTTA
STAFF WRITLR

Dale Fava has won three district
titles and two region titles.

Last season, he finished third in
the state and he recently finished
fourth in the national Beast of the
East Tournament in Delaware.

But none of that has quieted his
father, Dale Sr.

“He keeps telling me, ‘You nev-
er won the County. You never won
the County,” ” the senior from Don
Bosco said with a smile. “Christmas
and Christmas Eve, my mother is
ripping me to go out and run.”

They shouldn’t have bothered,
because Fava doesn’t need any
more motivation. The day after
helping the Ironmen win the State
Non-Public Group 4 football
championship as a 142-pound cor-

| nerback, he was on the mats at

Bosco getting ready for wrestling
season.

“I kind of celebrated that night,
and the next day I was wrestling,”
Fava said following a 2Y2-hour
practice the day after Christmas.
“My expectations are to go out and
win all my matches and win the
State title at 135 pounds.’

“It’s pretty cut and dried,” Bosco
coach Nunzio Campanile said.

at Rockland CC, Suffern, N.Y.
FRIDAY

Preliminaries, 11

Wrestlebacks, quarterfinals, 5
SATURDAY

Semiffinals, 11

Consolations, 3:30

Finals, 5:30

DIRECTIONS

From Garden State Parkway or
Palisades Parkway: Take either
parkway to New York State
Thruway North toward Albany.

“His goal is to be the State cham-
pion.”

That road continues this week-
end at the 47th annual BCCA
George Jockish Holiday Wrestling
Tournament. This year, the tourna-
ment moves north to Rockland
Community College in Suffern
(N.Y.) while Paramus High School
undergoes construction that has
depleted available parking for the
event.

“It's a big-time motivation for
me,” Fava said. “My first goal is to
win the County tournament. It's
something I haven’t done.”

Fava lost twice in the tourna-

Leave the Thruway at Exit 14B
(Aimont Road). Turn right onto
North Airmont Road, which be-
comes Highview Road. Turn left
at fourth stoplight onto College
Road. Follow College Road and
turn left onto campus at main en-
trance.

From Route 17: Take 17 North to
New York State Thruway South
toward New York City. Leave
thruway at Exit 14B (Airmont
Road). Tum left onto North Air-
mont Road. Follow directions
above.

ment to David Greenwald of St.
Mary’s, including a 7-5 loss in the
final (just two days after having a
cast removed from the hand he
broke playing football), and once to
Rutherford’s Cory Dunn. Both op-
ponents have finished second in
the State.

Fava, who burst onto the scene
in Bergen County by winning the
Region 2 title as a freshman in
2004, has succeeded in a weight
class that typically is dominated by
year-round wrestlers rather than
football players like himself. Dunn
was one of the exceptions, playing
running back for Rutherford.

“It may put him at a disadvan-
tage conditioning-wise at the be-
ginning of the season,” said Cam-
panile, the offensive coordinator on
the Bosco football staff. “But he’s
been able to continue playing.”

“It’s a big transition,” Fava said
about going from football to
wrestling. “I've been doing it since
freshman year. But I don’t find my-
self at a disadvantage. In football,
I'm going up against 189-pounders
every day. Every single kid is bigger
than I am. But when I get on the
mat, everybody’s the same size.”

Fava put his time to good use
during the summer, wrestling in
several national dual tournaments
as part of Team New Jersey. Earlier
this month, he finished fourth in
the Beast, going the distance with
top-seeded Max Shanaman of Blair
before falling, 1-0, in the semifinal.

“I was OK with it,” he said. “But
it was my first big match, and I was
too hesitant. That taught me to
open up and wrestle my style.”

It’s a style he hopes will take him
to the State final in Atlantic City.

“Each year I've been trying to go
another round, another round,” he
said. “This is my turn to go to the fi-
nals. I've got one State champi-
onship [football]. Now I have to go
out and get the other.”
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Paramus sophomore Joe Ortiz showed the fruits of all the hard work he did this summer by gaining the semis of a tournament.

Feel-good wins

Ortiz, Butcher enjoy mild upsets

By GREGORY SCHUTTA
STAFF WRITER

SUFFERN, N.Y. — Joe Ortiz got a meas-
ure of revenge. Dan Butcher got a shot of
redemption.

Ortiz, a sophomore from Paramus, and
Butcher, a junior from Westwood, each
posted a mild upset Friday night in the
quarterfinals of the BCCA George Jockish
Holiday Wrestling Tournament at Rock-
land Community College.

“It feels good,” said Butcher, the fifth
seed at 130. “I got past this round in my
freshman year, but got knocked out of it
pretty early as a sophomore.”

Butcher, who finished third in the tour-
nament his freshman year, downed fourth-
seeded Tony Dussault of Hasbrouck
Heights/Wood-Ridge, 7-3, in their quar-
terfinal, his third bout of the day. That win
set up a semifinal match this morning
against top-seeded Taylor Trumbetti of
Pascack Hills, who rolled into the semifi-
nals with a pin and a 5-0 victory over
Rultherford’s Rob Fecanin in his quarterfi-
nal.

It will be the first time Butcher wrestles
Trumbetti, but the two are more than fa-
miliar with each other.

“We're really good friends,” Butcher
said. “We work out against each other all
the time. When we were younger, we wres-
tled on the same team.”

And since then, they've wrestled each
other whenever they get the chance.

“It’s kind of hard because he knows
what you're going to do,” Butcher said.
“But I feel pretty good to be here, because
I'wasn’t picked to do anything in this tour-
nament.”

Ortiz, also seeded fifth, wasn’t picked to
go far in the tournament either, but Friday
night, he avenged a loss in the Region 2
fifth-place consolation bout last season by
beating tough Nick Adamo of Demarest,
the fourth seed, 7-6.

“It’s really big because I knew I had to
win that match to make the top four,” said
Ortiz, who had pins of 13 seconds and
1:34 in his first two bouts. “With this win,
I'll be right there.”

Ortiz will face top-seeded Jose Vega of
Hasbrouck Heights/Wood-Ridge in to-
day’s semifinals. Vega posted technical falls
in each of his first two bouts to march into
the semifinals.

“I worked hard all summer, and I want-
ed to show everybody how the hard work
has paid off,” Ortiz said. “I just want to

wrestle my best. If I win, I'm in the final. If
I lose, it’s to the top seed.”

The few upsets on the first day of the
tournament all came when fifth seeds beat
fourth seeds. For the most part, the seeds
held true as the tournament made a once-
only detour to the cavernous Rockland CC
Fieldhouse because of construction at
Paramus High School.

Don Bosco held a slim lead over St.
Mary and Bergen Catholic in the team
scores through the quarterfinals. Bosco led
with 150 points with one wrestleback
round still to be contested Friday night fol-
lowed by the Gaels with 1421/ and Bergen
Catholic with 142. All three teams were
tied for the lead in the tournament with
seven wrestlers advancing to the semifinals.

Returning champions Fred Santaite of
Northern Highlands and Bobby Dabal of
North Bergen are charging headlong to a
marquee showdown and possible State fi-
nal preview in the 119-pound final. Top-
seeded Santaite, a returning State champi-
on, and second-seeded Dabal, a returning
State fifth, have never faced each other.

Wrestling begins at 11 o’clock this
morning with the finals likely to begin
around 5:30.



103

Top-seeded Mike DeMarco
and fifth-seeded Frank Cagni-
na advanced to the semifinals
along with unseeded Jason
Dack of Don Bosco and Alex
Preefer of Cresskill. DeMarco
and Cagnina each pinned in
their two bouts of the day
with Cagnina stopping fifth-
seeded Dan Davenport of
Hasbrouck Heights/Wood-
Ridge in 2:42 in the quarterfi-
nals.

112

Top-seeded Jose Vega of
Hasbrouck Heights/Wood-
Ridge posted technical falls in
his first two bouts to advance
to the semifinals against fifth-
seeded Joe Ortiz of Paramus.
Vinny Fava of Don Bosco
downed second-seeded An-
thony Raccioppi, 11-3, in his
opening bout and scored a
first-period pin in the quarter-
finals.

119

Returning State champion
Fred Santaite of Northern
Highlands and returing State
fifth Bobby Dabal of North
Bergen are on a collision
course for one of the most
entertaining finals in tourna-
ment history. Victories by top-
seeded Santaite over St.
Mary’s Peter Ruiz and sec-
ond-seeded Dabal over third-
seeded Mike Quinn of Pas-
cack Valley in today’s semifi-
nals would set up a possible
preview of the State final.

125

Matt Fusco of St. Mary will
get a chance to avenge one

By the weights

of his two losses last season
when he faces top-seeded
and returning State champ
Joe Trause of Bergen
Catholic in today’s semifinal.
Fusco pinned in two of his
three bouts while Trause
posted a pin and two techni-
cal falls in his three bouts.
Second-seeded Joe Kover of
Fair Lawn and third-seeded
Anthony Bachmann of
Rutherford are in the other
semifinal.

130

Glenn Cannici of St. Mary
posted a 1-0 victory over sec-
ond-seeded Louis Pietran-
tuono of Bergen Catholic to
advance to the semifinals
against Mahwah'’s Scott Al-
brecht. Top-seeded Taylor
Trumbetti of Pascack Hills
cruised into the semifinals
with two pins and a 5-0 deci-
sion.

135

The top four seeds easily
rolled into the semifinals led
by returning State third Dale
Fave of Don Bosco, who will
face fourth-seeded Nick Alle-
gretta of Hackensack. Sec-
ond-seeded Matt Spataro of
Bergen Catholic will face
third-seeded Joe Yuscaitis of
Fair Lawn in the other semi.

140

Second-seeded Tony Cariddi
of River Dell, last year’'s Most
Outstanding Wrestler, posted
three consecutive pins but
earns a tough assignment in
Bergen Catholic sophomore
Emmanuel Ajagbe in the
semifinals. Top-seeded Derek
Stueben of Northern High-

lands had two pins and a
technical fall to reach the
semifinals against Lodi’s Mark
Scimeca.

145

All four of the top seeds had
little trouble reaching the
semifinals, led by top-seeded
Matt Morgenstern of Bergen
Catholic, who will face Ram-
sey’s Dan Clarke in one semi-
final. Second-seeded John
Dack of Don Bosco and third-
seeded Tommy Mullins of
Hackensack will face off in
the other.

152

Top-seeded Frank Buena-
fuente of Garfield leads a tal-
ented group into the semifi-
nals as four of the top five
seeds advanced. Buena-
fuente had a pin before de-
feating Ramsey’s Steve An-
dolena, 16-12, in the quarter-
final and will face fifth-seeded
Jeremy Pierce of Hackensack
in the semifinals. Second-
seeded Dan Adamo of De-
marest and third-seeded Matt
MacLean of Old Tappan will
battle in the other semifinal.

160

This is the first of two packed
weight classes in the upper
weights. Juan Vega of St.
Mary, who posted three pins
Friday, will face fifth-seeded
Nick Vetterlein of Don Bosco
in one semifinal. Second-
seeded Dan Zotollo of Para-
mus will face third-seeded
Mark Peck of HH/W-R in the
other semifinal.

171

Returning champion Dan Ri-

naldi of Lodi is on a collision
course with Bergen Catholic’s
Jonathan Becker in the final.
Rinaldi and Becker each had
a pin and a decision Friday to
reach the semifinals. Rinaldi
will face fourth-seeded Mike
Sweeney of HH/W-R while
Becker will battle Mike Lange
of Emerson/Park Ridge.

189

This could be the most excit-
ing weight class of the day.
Three of the remaining four
wrestlers hail from the BCSL
American, led by top-seeded
Anthony LiSanti of Westwood,
who will face fifth-seeded
Kyle Hemmer of Dumont in
one semifinal. Second-seed-
ed Phillip Hawes of Ridgefield
Park/Ridgefield will face third-
seeded Vinny Cevetello of St.
Mary in the other.

215

Don Bosco’s Luke Stala
pushed his way in among the
top four seeds with a 3-2 vic-
tory over second-seeded
Adam Koziol of Paramus. He
will face second-seeded Joe
Regina of St. Mary, while top-
seeded BC’s George Kocher
will face fourth-seeded Nick
Pallotta of River Dell.

285

Top-seeded Chris Farulla of
Leonia/Palisades Park led
three of the top four seeds
into the semifinals with two
decisions. He will face fourth-
seeded Tyler Blake of HH/W-
R, who pinned twice. Second-
seeded Mike Farr of Don
Bosco will face Zach Taylor of
Northem Highlands.

— Gregory Schutta



Spataro shocker

KEVIN R. WEXLER/SPECIAL TO THE RECORD
Juan Vega of St. Mary, left, on his way to the 160-pound championship against Dan Zotollo of Paramus. St. Mary finished second in the tournament.

BC sophomore upsets Don Bosco’s Fava

By GREGORY SCHUTTA
STAFF WRITER

SUFFERN, N.Y. — Matt Spataro can
stop reading about other wrestlers in
the newspapers. After Saturday, the
Bergen Catholic sophomore will start
reading about himself.

Spataro shocked returning State
third-place finisher Dale Fava of Don
Bosco with a headlock, pinning him in
5:21 to win the 135-pound champi-
onship and earn the Most Outstanding
Wrestler award at the 47th annual
BCCA George Jockish Holiday
Wrestling Tournament at Rockland
Community College.

“I didn’t think I'd do as well as I did,”
Spataro said. “I was reading all this stuff
about Fava.”

Spataro’s win was one of the biggest
reasons Bergen Catholic won a heart-
stopping three-way race for its eighth
straight championship and 14th over-
all, both tournament records. Bergen

Catholic, St. Mary and Don Bosco were
separated by just five points going into
the finals before the Crusaders pulled
away with 217 points.

St. Mary (202'%) finished second,
followed by Bosco (193). The Gaels
won two of the four finals they partici-
pated in while Don Bosco went 0-for-4
in the finals.

“That was tougher than the first
one,” BC coach Dave Bell said after the
Crusaders won four championships in
six finals, including three head-to-head
bouts against the Gaels and Ironmen.
“You don’t want to let down. But it
made for a better tournament. I have to
give credit to St. Mary, they were awe-
some, and Bosco is a great competitor.”

Spataro has been a great competitor
at the start of his second varsity season.
His win over Fava came just a week af-
ter he beat returning State runner-up
Billy Ashnault of South Plainfield in a
tri-meet.

Spataro took a 3-2 lead at the start of

the third period when Fava let him up.
Then, with about a minute left in the
third period, he caught Fava in a head-
lock and rolled him into the pin to
wake up the crowd in the huge Rock-
land CC field house.

“That headlock is getting kind of no-
torious,” Spataro said sheepishly. “This
is awesome. It’s a big boost for the rest
of the season.”

“He’s probably the most dangerous
wrestler on the team,” Bell said. “He’s
tough on his feet. He’s tough on the
mat. He just beat Ashnault, who's a
State runner-up. I told him, ‘You’re not
wrestling to keep it close anymore.
You're wrestling to win.””

Also winning for the Crusaders were
freshman Frank Cagnina (103), return-
ing State champion Joe Trause (125)
and returning Holiday champ Matt
Morgenstern (145).

Returning State champion Fred San-
taite of Northern Highlands won the
feature bout of the night, scoring a last-

second reversal to clinch a 6-2 victory
over returning State fifth Bob Dabal of
North Bergen at 119.

“I was up at that point so I knew I
didn’t have to score to win,” said San-
taite, who was wrestling from the bot-
tom for nearly the entire third period. “I
just waited for him to make a mistake,
and when he did I scored. That was it.”

Dan Adamo stunned returning Re-
gion champ and State seventh Frank
Buenafuente of Garfield, 3-1, in over-
time, barely keeping his feet in bounds
on the winning takedown, to win De-
marest’s first tournament champi-
onship since 1998.

“I didn’t know I had it until I was on
my way back to the mat,” said Adamo,
who found himself looking up at River
Dell ace Darryl Cocozzo in every major
tournament last year. “It’s really excit-
ing because it’s the first at the school in
a long time.”

E-mail: schutta@northjersey.com



Rinaldi proves his championship worth

Vega dominates on his way to 160-pound title

KEVIN R. WEXLER/SPECIAL TO THE RECORD

Dan Rinaldi of Lodi celebrating his victory after win-
ning the 171-pound championship Saturday.

By IVES GALARCEP
SPECIAL TO THE RECORD

SUFFERN, N.Y. — St. Mary’s
senior Juan Vega stood at the cen-
ter of the championship mat on
Saturday, facing an opponent who
had beaten him just 10 days earli-
er. Lodi junior Danny Rinaldi
walked onto that same mat and
also faced a familiar foe. His task
was to beat an opponent he need-
ed double overtime to defeat the
previous time they met.

Both tasks were difficult, but
Vega and Rinaldi accomplished
them, albeit in much different fash-
ions. Vega thoroughly dominated
Paramus’ Dan Zotollo, posting a
13-4 majority decision in the 160-
pound final of the BCCA Holiday
Wrestling Tournament.

Rinaldi used an overtime take-
down to defeat Bergen Catholic
sophomore Jonathan Becker, 3-1,
in the 171-pound final in a re-
match of last year’s Region 2 final,
which Rinaldi won in double over-
time.

Vega's title easily was the most
dominant as he used a perfectly ex-
ecuted high crotch takedown to
put Zotollo to his back and nearly
pin him in the bout’s opening sec-
onds. The pin call never came de-
spite Zotollo’s back looking flat on
three occasions. But that didn’t de-
ter Vega, who shook off a reversal
to continue dominating the match.
He used an assortment of leg at-
tacks to frustrate Zotollo and build
a large lead.

“The last time I wrestled him I
had just cut nine pounds and was-
n't feeling that strong,” Vega said.
“I knew I had to come out and
outwork him. The goal for me is
finishing top three in the state and
if I keep wrestling like I did here 1
think I can get there.”

“Even though we thought he got
the pin early on I'm glad it didn’t
come because it gave Juan a
chance to have a dominant
match,” St. Mary’s coach Scot
Weaver said. “There might have
been people thinking he hit him
with a lucky move or something,

but he just took it to him for six
minutes and left no doubt that he
was the better wrestler.”

Rinaldi won his second BCCA
title in a pattern that has become
the norm for many of his matches,
an impenetrable defense and late
takedown to pull out a close deci-
sion.

“Becker’s a top-notch wrestler
and you can’t afford to make a mis-
take against a kid like him,” Rinal-
di said. “You figure that it's going
to come down to one takedown.

“I had to adjust to his style be-
cause he just kept coming at me,”
Rinaldi said. “Sometimes you want
to lay back and let someone else
make the mistake instead of push-
ing things.”

“He’s not going to win a State ti-
tle wrestling like that,” Lodi coach
Nick DiDomenico said of Rinaldi.
“We're not content with his style
tonight. We understand that Beck-
er is an athlete and a warrior, but
Danny’s going to have to use more
of what he has. We know what he
has and he has to learn to use it.”



—

s

Spataro Pin Ignites C

usadersto

Eighth Straight County Crown

By Dennis Wilson

Bergen Catholic set a new re-
cord for a third straight year when
the Crusaders captured their
eighth consecutive BCCA George
Jockish Holiday Tournament on
Saturday at Rockland Communi-
ty College in Suffern, NY. Sparked
by sophomore Matt Spataro who
upset Don Bosco Prep’s Dale
Fava to win the 135-pound title,
the Crusaders accumnulated 217
points in the 47th renewal while
runnerup St. Mary/Rutherford
finished with 202 1/2 points and
the Ironmen placed third with 193
points. Spataro packed up Fava,
last year's bronze medal winner
in the NJSIAA State Tournament,
in a headlock and pinned him

with 39 seconds remaining in the
championship bout.

Freshman Frank Cagnina
made his tournament debut by
winning the 103-pound title,
defending state champion Joe
Trause repeated in the 125-pound
weight division and Matt Morgen-
stern defended his county title
in the 145-pound bracket as the
Crusaders won their 14th overall
team championship.

In the 119-pound finale, de-
fending state champion Fred
Santaite of Northern Highlands
pulled out a 6-2 decision over
North Bergen's Bob Dabal who
finished fifth at Atlantic City last
March. Lodi’s Dan Rinaldi repeat-
ed as a county champion in the

171-pound weight class.

Leonia’s Chris Farulla decked
Zach Taylor with 22 seconds re-
maining in the second period of
the final bout, to capture the gold
medal in the 275-pound weight
division and earn Leonia’s first
tourney title since 1962.

Northern Valley/Demarest’s
Adams brothers posted two of
the seven fastest falls. In the
fifth place consolations, Nick
Adamo posted a 50 ' second pin
in the 112-pound confrontation
while his brother Dan registered
the quickest pin in 152-pound
weight division of the pre-quar-
terfinals, posting a 20 second fall
in the Olympic Wrestling Club
competition. =

|



103

In the first of three showdown bouts in the finals
for Bergen Catholic, freshman Frank Cagnina, the
sixth seed, held off top-seeded Mike DeMarco of
St. Mary, 3-1. Don Bosco’s Jason Dack edged
Alex Preefer of Cresskill, 4-2, for third.

112

Top-seeded Jose Vega of Hasbrouck
Heights/Wood-Ridge survived a last-second cra-
dle attempt by Don Bosco’s Vinny Fava for a 5-2
victory. Joe Ortiz of Paramus downed Dan Mur-
taugh of Westwood, 7-4, to take the bronze.

119

Returning State champ Fred Santaite of Northern
Highlands and returning fifth Bob Dabal of North
Bergen wrestled close to the vest in the marquee
bout of the night before Santaite came away with
6-2 win and his second straight championship.
Santaite scored two takedowns in the second pe-
riod and a clinching reversal as time wound
down.

125

Defending champion Joe Trause of Bergen
Catholic followed up his semifinal win over St.
Mary’s Matt Fusco in a highly anticipated rematch
of last year’s Holiday semifinal by putting on a
takedown clinic in a 15-6 win over Joe Kover of
Fair Lawn. Trause had seven takedowns in the fi-
nal. Fusco rolled over Rutherford’s Anthony
Bachmann, 7-1, to finish third.

130

St. Mary’s Glen Cannici cruised to a 4-2 victory
over Westwood’s Dan Butcher, winning his first
championship and ending Butcher’s surprising
run to the final. Butcher stunned top-seeded Tay-
lor Trumbetti of Pascack Hills in the semifinals.
Trumbetti blanked Scott Albrecht of Mahwah, 6-
0, to salvage third place.

135

Bergen Catholic’s Matt Spataro, who lost in the
first round last year, shocked Dale Fava of Don
Bosco, pinning him with a headlock in 5:21. The
win was the second by BC in head-to-head
matchups with Bosco and St. Mary in the finals.
Nick Allegretta of Hackensack edged Fair Lawn’s
Joe Yuskaitia, 3-1, for third place.

140

Derek Stueben of Northern Highlands broke open
a close bout with a five-point move at the end of
the second period and went on to a 16-5 victory
over BC’s Emmanuel Ajagbe. Returning champ
Tony Cariddi of River Dell came back to finish
third with a 10-1 victory over Mark Scimeca of
Lodi.

145

BC’s Matt Morgenstern won his second straight
championship with a 9-3 victory over Don
Bosco’s John Dack. Ramsey’s Dan Clarke edged
Hackensack’s Tom Mullins, 4-3, for third.

152

Demarest’s Dan Adamo won the school’s first
championship since 1998 by the strength of his
toes, stretching as far as he could to keep his feet
in bounds and earn the winning takedown in his
3-1 overtime victory over returning champ Frank
Buenafuente of Garfield.

160

Juan Vega of St. Mary didn’t wait long to avenge
his loss to Dan Zotollo of Paramus in an early-
season dual, jumping out to a six-point lead after
the first period and cruising to a 13-4 victory.
Mark Peck of Hasbrouck Heights/Wood-Ridge
and Nick Vetterlein put on an offensive show in
the third-place bout before Peck finally ended
things with a pin in 5:32.

171

Returning champ Dan Rinaldi of Lodi had to go
the extra mile to win his second straight title,
locking up BC’s Jonathan Becker for about 10
seconds before finally being awarded the winning
takedown in a 3-1 overtime win. Mike Lange of
Emerson/Park Ridge downed Mike Sweeney of
Hasbrouck Heights/Wood-Ridge, 7-5, to take
third place.

189

Anthony Lisanti followed in the footsteps of an-
other former All-County football hero at West-
wood, blanking Vinnie Cevetello of St. Mary, 7-0,
to win the Cardinals’ first tournament champi-
onship since current Rutgers lineman Ramel
Meekins won in 2002.

215

Nick Pallotta of River Dell knocked off top-seeded
George Kocher of BC and Don Bosco standout
Luke Stala in back-to-back bouts to win his first
tournament championship. Pallotta posted a 2-1
overtime victory over Stala in the final when Stala
was called for a dangerous hold in overtime.

285

Leonia resident Chris Farulla, wrestling for Leo-
nia/Palisades Park, won his town’s first tourna-
ment championship since 1962 by pinning Zach
Taylor of Northern Highlands in 3:38. Mike Farr of
Don Bosco downed Tyler Blake of Hasbrouck
Heights/Wood-Ridge, 10-6, in the third-place
bout.






